Serial No.: 10/027,235 Docket No.: KCC-16,491 

Amendment dated 22 January 2005 

Reply to Office Action mailed 22 September 2004 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A disposable garment comprising: 
a front waist region, a back waist region, and a crotch region extending 
between the waist regions, 

a first side panel extending from the front waist region; 
a second side panel extending from the back waist region; and 
a side seam including a primary bond bonding an inner surface of the 
first side panel to an inner surface of an edge portion of the second side panel and 
forming an offset portion at an edge portion of the first side panel, and a secondary 
bond bonding the offset portion to an outer surface of the second side panel, the 
secondary bond extending to bond an outer surface of the second side panel edge 
portion to the outer surface of the second side panel 

a side seam connecting an e dge portion of the firs t side panel to an edg e 
po rt ion of the second sid e panel, th e first side panel offset wi t h respect to the second 
side p anel, 
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wh e r e in t he side seam com p rises a primary bond and a secondary bond . 



2. 



(Canceled) 



3. (Withdrawn) The disposable garment of Claim 1 wherein the 
primary bond connects an outer surface of the first side panel to an outer surface of 
the second side panel. 



5. (Withdrawn) The disposable garment of Claim 1 wherein the 
secondary bond connects an inner surface of the second side panel to an inner surface 
of the first side panel. 

6. (Withdrawn) The disposable garment of Claim 1 wherein the 
secondary bond connects an outer surface of the second side panel to an outer surface 
of the first side panel. 



4. 



(Canceled) 



7. 



(Canceled) 
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8 . (Currently Amended) The disposable garment of Claim 1 
wherein the side seam has a width of about 2 5 mm to about 8 mm. 

9. (Original) The disposable garment of Claim 1 wherein the 
primary bond has a width of less than about 30 mm. 

10. (Original) The disposable garment of Claim 1 wherein the 
primary bond has a width of about 2 mm to about 8 mm. 

1 1 . (Original) The disposable garment of Claim 1 wherein the 
secondary bond has a width of less than about 30 mm. 

12. (Original) The disposable garment of Claim 1 wherein the 
secondary bond has a width of about 2 mm to about 8 mm. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) A disposable garment, comprising: 
a chassis comprising a front side panel and a back side panel, and 

defining a waist opening and first and second leg openings; 
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a first side seam extending from the waist opening to the first leg 
opening and connecting the front side panel and the back side panel , the front side 
panel la t erally offs e t with respec t to the back side panel at the first side seam ; and 

a second side seam extending from the waist opening to the second leg 
opening and connecting the front side panel and the back side panel , the fron t side 
panel offs et with respect to the back side p anel at the second side s c am , 

wherein each side seam having a width of about 5 mm to about 30 mm. 
and including a primary bond bonding an inner surface of the front side panel to an 
inner surface of an edge portion of the back side panel and forming an offset portion 
at an edge portion of the front side panel, and a secondary bond bonding the offset 
portion to an outer surface of the back side panel, the secondary bond extending to 
bond an outer surface of the back side panel edge portion to the outer surface of the 
back side panel compris e s a primary bond and a secondary bond . 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Canceled) 
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16. (Withdrawn) The disposable garment of Claim 13 wherein a 
portion of an inner surface of the front side panel is bonded to a portion of an outer 
surface of the back side panel. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A disposable garment comprising: 
a front waist region, a back waist region, and a crotch region extending 

between the waist regions, 

a first side panel extending from the front waist region; 
a second side panel extending from the back waist region; and 
a concealed side seam conn e cting an edge portion of t he fi r st side p an e l 
to an edg e p ort ion of the second side pan e l including a primary bond bonding an inner 
surface of the first side panel to an inner surface of an edge portion of the second side 
panel and forming an offset portion at an edge portion of the first side panel, and a 
secondary bond bonding the offset portion to an outer surface of the second side 
panel, the secondary bond extending to bond an outer surface of the second side panel 
edge portion to the outer surface of the second side panel, the concealed side seam 
having a width of about 5 mm to about 30 mm . 
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18. (Withdrawn) A method for forming a tacked down offset butt 
side seam comprising: 

forming an offset portion by connecting an inner surface of a front side 
panel to an inner surface of a back side panel using a primary bond, wherein a lateral 
length of one of the front side panel and back side panel is greater than a lateral length 
of the other side panel; and 

bonding the offset portion to an outer surface of one of the front side 
panel and the back side panel using a secondary bond. 

1 9 . (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8 wherein the inner surface 
of the front side panel forming the offset portion is bonded to the outer surface of the 
back side panel, and the lateral length of the front side panel is greater than the lateral 
length of the back side panel to form the offset portion. 

20. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8 wherein the inner surface 
of the back side panel forming the offset portion is bonded to the outer surface of the 
front side panel, and the lateral length of the back side panel is greater than the lateral 
length of the front side panel to form the offset portion. 
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2 1 . (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8 wherein the offset portion 
has a width of about 2 mm to about 30 mm. 

22 . (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8 wherein the offset portion 
has a width of about 3 mm to about 8 mm. 

23 . (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8 wherein the offset portion 
extends along an entire length of the offset butt side seam between a waist opening 
and a leg opening. 

24. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8 wherein the inner surface 
of the front side panel is connected to the inner surface of the back side panel in a 
close proximity to an outer edge of each side panel. 

25. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8 wherein a portion of one 
of the front side panel and the back side panel is cut to form the offset portion. 

26 . (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8 wherein the primary bond 
and the secondary bond each has a width of about 2 mm to about 10 mm. 
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27. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8 wherein an outward edge 
of the primary bond is about 0 mm to about 15 mm from a distal edge of one of the 
front side panel and the back side panel. 

28. (Withdrawn) A method for forming a folded lap side seam 

comprising: 

forming an overlapped portion by overlapping a front edge portion of 
a front side panel and a back edge portion of a back side panel, the overlapped portion 
having a width of about 2 mm to about 30 mm; 

bonding the overlapped portion using a primary bond; 

folding the back edge portion along a length of an outward edge of the 
primary bond wherein an outer surface of the back side panel contacts an outer 
surface of the front side panel; 

folding the front edge portion along the length of an inner edge of the 
primary bond wherein an inner surface of the front side panel contacts an inner 
surface of the back side panel; and 

bonding at least a portion of the folded back edge portion and at least 
a portion of the folded front edge portion using a secondary bond. 
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29. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 28 wherein the overlapped 
portion has a width of about 4 mm to about 30 mm. 

30. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 28 wherein a distance 
between a distal edge of the front side panel and the outward edge of the primary 
bond is about 0 mm to about 12 mm. 

31. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 28 wherein a width of the 
primary bond is less than the width of the overlapped portion. 

32. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 28 wherein a width of the 
secondary bond is about equal to a width of the primary bond. 

33. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 28 wherein the overlapped 
portion extends along an entire length of the folded lap side seam between a waist 
opening and a leg opening. 

34. (Canceled) 
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35. (Canceled) 

3 6 . (Currently Amended) The disposable garment of Claim 1 3 
wherein each side seam has a width of about 2 5 mm to about 8 mm. 

37. (Previously Presented) The disposable garment of Claim 1 3 
wherein each primary bond has a width of less than about 30 mm. 

38. (Previously Presented) The disposable garment of Claim 13 
wherein each primary bond has a width of about 2 mm to about 8 mm. 

3 9 . (Previously Presented) The disposable garment of Claim 1 3 
wherein each secondary bond has a width of less than about 30 mm. 

40. (Previously Presented) The disposable garment of Claim 1 3 
wherein each secondary bond has a width of about 2 mm to about 8 mm. 
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4 1 . (Previously Presented) The disposable garment of Claim 1 3 
wherein the front side panel comprises an offset portion having a width in a cross 
direction of about 2 mm to about 30 mm. 

42 . (Previously Presented) The disposable garment of Claim 1 3 
wherein the front side panel comprises an offset portion having a width in a cross 
direction of about 3 mm to about 8 mm. 

43. (Currently Amended) The disposable garment of Claim 
[[14]] 13 wherein an inner surface of an edge portion of the front side panel is bonded 
to an outer surface of the back side panel. 

44. (Canceled) 

45 . (Currently Amended) The disposable garment of Claim 1 7 
wherein the concealed side seam has a width of about 2 5 mm to about 8 mm. 



46-48. (Canceled) 
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49. (Currently Amended) The disposable garment of Claim 
[[46]] 17 wherein the primary bond has a width of less than about 30 mm. 

50. (Currently Amended) The disposable garment of Claim 
[[46]] 17 wherein the primary bond has a width of about 2 mm to about 8 mm. 

51. (Currently Amended) The disposable garment of Claim 
[[46]] 17 wherein the secondary bond has a width of less than about 30 mm. 

52. (Currently Amended) The disposable garment of Claim 
[[46]] 17 wherein the secondary bond has a width of about 2 mm to about 8 mm. 

53. (New) The disposable garment of Claim 1 wherein the 
side seam has a width of about 5 mm to about 30 mm. 
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